
Instructions on how to switch IE8 to compatibility mode 
 

If you have Internet Explorer 8, you will see a new button available that allows you to toggle between IE8 and 
compatibility mode.  Compatibility mode allows you to have IE8, but have your Internet Explorer act like IE7.  
The button can be found right after the address bar before the refresh and stop buttons.  If you hover over the 
button, it will say “Compatibility view: websites designed for older browsers will often look better, and 
problems such as out-of-place menus, images or text will be corrected.” 

 
 
Another way to switch to compatibility mode is to go to “Tools” in the Internet Explorer menu.  It will bring up 
two menu options. The first option is “Compatibility View” which acts as a toggle switch much like the button 
explained above.  It will display a check mark if compatibility mode is on. 
 

 
 
The second option is “Compatibility View Settings” which allows you to choose which specific web addresses 
to run in compatibility mode. 
 

 


